Regional Security

In the contemporary geopolitical landscape, the traditional focus on global polarity has been
supplemented by the critical recognition that security is often a localized phenomenon. Within
the Security and Diplomacy Master’s program at the National University of Political Studies
and Public Administration, the course Regional Security stands as a foundational discipline.
This course provides a sophisticated framework for understanding the interdependencies
between threats, risks, and vulnerabilities that define distinct geographical zones. It offers a
rigorous academic environment where international relations theory meets the practical
realities of regional governance.

The didactic strategy of the course is fundamentally rooted in a constructivist approach,
emphasizing that security environments are not merely inherited but are actively shaped by the
actors within them. The curriculum begins by establishing a robust theoretical foundation,
guiding students through the evolution of thought from Neorealist and Neoliberalist
perspectives to the more nuanced applications of Constructivism. This theoretical progression
is essential for mastering the Regional Security Complex theory, which serves as the primary
analytical lens through which the interactions of states and non-state actors are examined. By
moving beyond a singular global approach, the course highlights how space, culture, economy,
and neighbourhood dynamics create unique security architectures that resist universal
categorization.

The scope of the syllabus is intentionally vast, reflecting the globalized nature of modern
diplomacy. Students engage in a comparative analysis of diverse regions, ranging from the
European and Euro-Atlantic security structures—including the EU, NATO, and the OSCE—
to the volatile dynamics of the Middle East and the emerging power centres in Asia, Middle
East, Africa and the Arctic. This comprehensive survey allows for a deep dive into the role of
nation-states and nationalism in shaping regional identities, as well as the impact of
international organizations on conflict resolution and integration processes. By examining the
behaviour of regional actors through both domestic and international contexts, students develop
the ability to anticipate shifts in the global balance of power.

A primary objective of the course is the cultivation of specialized competencies in the analysis
of decision-making processes. The course emphasizes the development of a critical approach,
ensuring that future diplomats and security analysts can synthesize information from disparate
theoretical points of view. These skills are further refined through interactive presentations and
case studies, which bridge the gap between classroom theory and the empirical realities of
international crises.

Ultimately, the study of Regional Security prepares students for high-level careers in
diplomacy, international consultancy, and strategic research. By fostering a correct
interpretation of European and Euro-Atlantic integration processes and strengthening the
capacity for regional analysis, the course equips graduates to navigate the complexities of a
fragmented yet interconnected world. It concludes with an invitation to engage with the most
pressing security challenges of our time, ensuring that each student possesses the intellectual
rigor and analytical depth required to contribute meaningfully to the preservation of regional
and global stability.



